
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION AND 

RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION

ON THE MODOC PLATEAU

A Cooperative Effort Involving:

Bureau of Land Management

United States Forest Service

North Cal-Neva RC&D

Modoc County

Lassen County

Siskiyou County

Sierra Nevada Conservancy





The 6.6 million acre

planning area includes

land in 3 BLM Field

Offices, 3 National

Forests and 2 States
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This is a typical example of the increase in

western juniper encroachment over a 67 year 

period within the planning area.







As juniper canopy cover increases,

vegetative diversity decreases.





Prior to about 1870,

western juniper woodlands

occurred naturally on only

shallow or rocky soils

within the planning

area identified in dark 

green.  The current extent

of juniper encroachment

is indicated in light green.

Naturally Occurring Juniper





A feller-buncher at work shearing junipers within the planning area.

Note the extent of  western juniper encroachment in the background.



Regional Perceptions
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Strategy Decisions

• Treat 14,000 – 21,000 public land acres per year 
in first two decades.

• Treat Up to 34,000 public land acres annually in 
subsequent decades.

• 56% fire and 41% mechanical treatments.

• Site Specific NEPA

• Implement design standards.

• Annual public meetings and reports.



Design Standards
• Cultural resources

• Firewood gathering

• Livestock grazing management practices

• Noxious weeds

• Old growth

• Road management

• Monitoring and adjustment approach





HONEY LAKE POWER

RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD (RPS)

POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT (PPA)



8,000 Bone Dry Tons (BDT) of Juniper per Megawatt –Year of Electricity

10 BDTs of Juniper per Acre

6,000 Acres Mechanically Treated per Year

60,000 BDTs  of Juniper Available per Year

7.5 Megawatt-Years of Electricity



Juniper doodles ready for skidding and chipping



Split Contracts



Utilizing a portable chipper and forwarder minimizes site disturbance as the need

for skidding trees is eliminated.









www.ca.blm.gov/alturas


